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SOLAS Ch.5 Reg.24 Use of heading and/or track control systems

1 In areas of high traffic density, in conditions of restricted visibility and in all other
hazardous navigational situations where heading and/or track control systems are in

use, it shall be possible to establish manual control of the ship’ s steering immediately.

2 In circumstances as above, the officer in charge of the navigational watch shall

have available without delay the services of a qualified helmsperson who shall be ready
at all times to take over steering control.

3 The change-over from automatic to manual steering and vice versa shall be made
by or under the supervision of a responsible officer.

4 The manual steering shall be tested after prolonged use of heading and/or track

control systems, and before entering areas where navigation demands special caution.
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SOLAS Ch.5 Reg.28 Records of navigational activities and daily reporting

1. All ships engaged on international voyages shall keep on board a record of navi—
gational activities and incidents which are of importance to safety of navigation and
which must contain sufficient detail to restore a complete record of the voyage, taking
into account the recommendations adopted by the Organization. When such informa-
tion is not maintained in the ship’s log—book, it shall be maintained in another form
approved by the Administration.

2. Each ship of 500 gross tonnage and above, engaged on international voyages
exceeding 48 hours, shall submit a daily report to its company, which shall retain it
and all subsequent daily reports for the duration of the voyage.

.1 ship’ s position;
.2 ship’ s course and speed; and

. 3 details of any external or internal conditions that are affecting the ship’s voyage
or the normal safe operation of the ship.

SOLAS Ch.5 Reg.31 Danger Messages

1 The master of every ship which meets with dangerous ice, a dangerous derelict, or
any other direct danger to navigation, or a tropical storm, or encounters sub-freezing
air temperatures associated with gale force winds causing severe ice accretion on su-—
perstructures, or winds of force 10 or above on the Beaufort scale for which no storm
warning has been received, is bound to communicate the information by all means at
his disposal to ships in the vicinity, and also to the competent authorities. The form
in which the information is sent is not obligatory. It may be transmitted either in plain
language (preferably English) or by means of the International Code of Signals.

2 Each Contracting Government will take all steps necessary to ensure that when
intelligence of any of the dangers specified in paragraph 1 is received, it will be
promptly brought to the knowledge of those concerned and communicated to other
interested Governments.
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